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UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
ARMS TRADE TREATY –
TENTH CONFERENCE OF STATE PARTIES
19-23 AUGUST 2024
STATEMENT ON INTERAGENCY COOPERATION
Monday 19 August

Mr. President,
The UK would like to thank Romania for raising this issue as the theme for its Presidency. We would also like to thank you for presenting your working paper on inter-agency cooperation, which raises a number of important points on this theme. 
The UK believes that there needs to be increasing focus on implementation of the ATT, and inter-agency cooperation is essential to almost all areas of implementation. As is made clear throughout the working paper, there is no one size fits all when it comes to implementation of inter-agency cooperation and there are commonalities to be found between and across different groupings of states. We fully support the emphasis in the paper on information sharing, and we should look in particular for ways to support the sharing of information between states sharing similar experiences and similar systems. 
The UK employs an inter-agency approach in many areas of Treaty implementation. As we highlighted at the ATT Working Groups in February, to support interagency cooperation, in 2015 the UK set up the Export Control Joint Unit and the Counter Proliferation and Arms Control Centre each bringing together a range of departments with different perspectives and expertise on counter proliferation and export control. We have since developed a body of good practice to share in this space, which can demonstrate the efficiencies, benefits to information sharing, and improved decision-making demonstrated by an inter-agency approach. 
As a result of the focus on inter-agency cooperation this year, we have made renewed efforts to coordinate more effectively with departments working in related areas, such as domestic illicit firearms control and customs, to improve the way we approach implementation of the ATT. This is already bearing fruit with the identification of new opportunities to improve the way that we report to the ATT and similar instruments. 
We acknowledge that there is more that can be done to improve our own inter-agency processes and recognise many of the challenges set out in the working paper. One further area to highlight is the benefit of bringing more experts into ATT multilateral meetings. The DIEF has been extremely useful in this regard, and we should look for more ways to engage experts, both at home and here in Geneva, to improve information sharing and learning.
We also agree with the suggestion in the paper that there is a practical role that the VTF can play to support States in developing a system for interagency cooperation that works for their context. The UK has submitted its nomination to remain on the VTF Selection Committee, and through this we will consider how to increase outreach to states on this theme through VTF engagement.
Mr. President,
Once again, we welcome the inter-agency theme for this year, and are fully supportive the recommendations in the working paper. Coming as it does on the 10th anniversary of the ATT’s entry into force, we believe both themes merit sustained and continued discussion. This is why the UK is pleased to announce that will be hosting a Wilton Park conference in 2025 to advance discussion on both the theme of inter-agency cooperation and proposals and recommendations for the ATT’s next decade. We look forward to engaging with States Parties and other interested stakeholders on this event, and we are also keen to engage with potential co-sponsors. 
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